ANNUAL-  RggQHT  QF^  THE  ^MEDICAL 

TO  THE 

MEO.  ATTLE.,RUR^  COUIICIL. 

1925. 
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• • • • • 


Area  in  Acres 
Census  Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

.Persons  per  .acre  ...  ...  • • • • • 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

Rooms  occupied  ...  • . • 

Rooms  per  person  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  ...  • • • 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate 


370985 
6291) 
1561 ) 
0.2  ) 
1571) 
8501) 
1.37) 
£50880 ) 
£ 212) 


Census  Returns 
1921. 


oOO' 


Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  year. 

1920 
579  5 

1921 

6291 

1922 

6202 

1923 

6284 

1924. 

6355 

1925 

6321 

Birth  rate  per  1000 
of  population. 

23.4 

19.1 

19.0 

16.0 

16.0 

15.0 

Deaths  under  1 year 
per  1000  Births. 

37.0 

50.0 

17.0 

16.0 

36.0 

55.0 

Total  Death  rate  per 
1000 

10. 0 

14.0 

11.0 

10. 0 

12. 

11. 

Nett  Death  rate  per 
1000 

10.0 

14.0 

11.0 

lo.o 

12. 

10.5 

Zymotic  death  rate 
per  1000 

0.0 

0.0 

. 1 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Death  rate  from 
Phthisis  per  lOOO 

1.0 

.5 

.4 

1.0 

.4 

.1 

Death  rate  from 
Respiratory  Diseases 
per  1000 

1.0 

.4 

.7 

1.0 

1.5 

.2 

Senile  Mortality,  deaths 
at  65  years  & over  as  58.2 
^percentage  of  Nett  Deaths 

59. 0 

58.1 

53.0 

59.0 

52.’ 

• 

Total 

Males 

Females 

•ii 

Legiti:nate  Births 

105 

54 

51  • ) 
) 

4 ) 
) 

38  ) 

Birth 

rate 

Illegitimate  " 

4 

- 

1 

5 • 

Deaths 

74 

36 

Death 

Ra  te  : 

• 9 

Number  of  women 

dying 

in  or  in 

consequence  of 

Childbirth  -0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  ",*6 
The  Injfantile  Mortality  Rate  was  - 55.0 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  District  call  for  little 
comment.  The  Birth  rate  is  lower  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  ten 
years . 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  in  excess. 
6 deaths  v/ere  registered  due  to  premature  births,  two  of  these  were 
illegitimate • 

The  Nett  Death  rate  was  low*  The  chief  causes  of  death  were 
14  Cancer,  5 Cerebral  Hoemorrhage,  12  Heart  Disease,  2 Bronchitis 
3 Accidents, 

The  deaths  from  old  age  at  65  years  and  over  were  equal  to 
more  than  half  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  no  deaths  due  to  infectious  diseases  vi/ere 
certified. 

Prosecutions  were  undertaken  by  the  Council  against  the 
Owner  of  some  Hoppickers  Huts.  A conviction  was  obtained.  Also 
against  a Cowkeeper  for  insanitary  premises.  The  Cowkeeper  was 
fined. 


GQMPARATIVH  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate.  Death  Rate 


England  & Wales.  18,3  12,2 

Battle  Rural  15.0  10.5 

oOo 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Disease  Total  Admitted  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  10  4 

Pul:  TuberculosisS  BA.2.P.6 

M.2.P.6 

2 M.  l.F.l 


Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate . 

75 

55 


Deaths , 


F.l 


Non  Pulmonary 
M.1.P.2 
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NURSING. 


Nursing  - Sussex  County  Nursing  Federation. 

Fever  Hospital  - By  arrangement  with  Hastings  Corporation 

with  payment  of  costs. 

Smallpox  - ditto.  ditto. 

General  Hospital  - Royal  East  Sussex  Hastings. 

Amhulance  - At  Hastings  Hospital  for  infectious  Diseases. 

do.  - For  Non  infectious  cases.  Red  Cross  Ambulance 
at  Bact-ie, 

Venereal,  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings, 
Tuberculosis  - Darvell  Bank  Sanatorium,  County  Council. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pc thological  Specimens  and  Bacteriological  specimeus sent  to 
M c 0 « H , 

Elohtheria  Antitoxin  serum  and  Influenza  Vaccine  are  stocked 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  supplied  free  to  Medical 
Practitioners . 


LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


Public  Health  1890  ....  

Bye-laws  in  Force  - Buildings  , . . 

Hoppickers  Dwellings  

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds  Bye-laws  

Fruit  Pickers  " 

Hop  Pickers  " 


Adopted  April  14th. 1914 
''  Jan,  1.  1915 

" May  25  19o8 

” Oct.  31.1919 

" April  16.  1925. 

" Jan,  16,  1925. 

" " 16.  1925 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  work  for  year  1925. 


No,  of  Inspections  made  

" Defective  Drains  repaired  

'I  " Floors,  Walls,  Ceilings  repaired  ...  ... 

" I’  Pri\7'ies,  Middens  a.jolished  ...  ...  ... 

" ” Pail  Closets,  W.  C.’s,  Sinks  Cesspools  repaired 

" ” Cowsheds  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

" " Inspections  of  llO  Dairies,  Co'/sheds  and  ... 

Milkshops  on  Register 

" ' Slaughter  Houses  licensed  ...  ...  ... 

cleansed  

' ” Samples  of  water  sent  to  M.  0.  H.  for  analysis 

II  ||  ''  " certified  good  ...  ... 

" ''  Visits  to  slaughter  Houses  ...  ... 

" " Other  Nuisancesabated.  ...  ... 

" " Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ... 

I*  II  II  It  T • 

Inspections  


726 

48 

36 

10 

46 

22 

220 

12 

8 

14 

14 

32 

25 

11 

32 
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DISINFj^CTION. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  Sulphur  and  Formalin  pas. 
Bedding  and  clothing  if  necessary  are  removed  to  Hastings 
Infectious  Fever  Hospital  and  steam  disinfected,  otherwise 
clothing  etc.  is  destroyed  and  persons  compensated. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF . 

Me  0.  H.  whole  time  D.  P.  H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  qualified  R,  S.  I. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  nev/  Houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  34 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  12 

(1)  Under  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  16 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses 

Inspection-  (1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 
Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)46 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded^under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Regul  ations  1910  or  the  flousing  Consolidated  Regulations 
1925.  - 32 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  19 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notices 

Num.ber  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers.  ig 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs.  2. 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  vmich  were  rendo  j?ed 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

(a) 3y  owners  - 3 

(b) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  Dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  ov;ners  of  intention  to  close  - Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  unde^^  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dvrelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  - 19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:-  19 

(a)  By  owners  - 19 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


“ Nil. 


c. 


Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the  Housing 
1925. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Number  of  representations  made  with  a viev;  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  v;hich 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

N-umber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dv/elling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 
Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  v;hich 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  Nil 


T ie  Sanitary  Inspector’s  v/ork  has  been  good. 

I have  nothing  to  add  to  the  extremely  good  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  it  is  produced  in  full. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  kindness 

and  courtesy  extended  to  me  during  the  past  year. 

I have  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  other  Officials  of  the  Council 

who  have  assisted  me  in  my  v/ork. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Act 


(Signed)  HUCH  STOTT 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28909884 
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B.  ..A  T T _L_E RJ_R  A L^_D  R^I_C^T_  Cj3  U N . L_., 

A.  N..XU_A- 0_R  T„of . thG_S^^  I N S._P,  E.  C_T^O  R 

and 

B ..U^I  B_D  I Jf_  0 S _S  _U_R  V E _Y  0 R« 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Battle  Rural  District  Council;- 
G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  ye or  1925. 

The  report  has  to  be  a "survey  report"  shov/ing  as  far  as 
possible  the  progress  made  during  the  preceding  five  years  as  regards 
Housing,  Water  Supply,  Sev/enage,  Food  Inspection^  Pollution  of 

Rivers,  Inspections  etc. 

The  District  consists  of  12  Parishes  completely  surrounding 

the  Urban  District  of  Battle  and  adjoining  the  Boroughs  of  Hastings 

and  Bexhill -on-3ea o The  District  is  residential  and  agricultural, 
dairying  and  rearing  of  cattle  andppultry.  In  Mountfield  the  Gypsum 

Mines  Company  are  flourishing.  This  Company  employs  250  men,  135  of 
- whom  are  ex-service  men  and  22  are  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors. 

The  Gypsum  is  mined,  crushed  and  ground  for  the  making  of  plaster 
of  Paris  and  "sirapite"  plaster,  and  about  48,000  of  -those  plasters 
are  manufactured  per  annum. 

Early  .in  the  year  m_y  pupil  - Mr.  Grigg  - obtained  an 
aopointment  with  the  Tendring  Rural  District  and  his  services  have 
been  greatly  m.issed  during  what  has  proved  to  be  a busy  year. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

From  January  1st.  to  December  31st.  fourteen  cases  of 
infectious  Diseases  v/cre  notified  viz:- 


E’VHURST  Scarlet  Fever  7 
SEDLES COMBE  " " 1 
'VSSTFIELD  " " 1 
CROWHURST.  " " 1 
Four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  v/ere  notified.  4 


_14 

Tht.-  cases  reported  at  Westfield  and  Sedlescombe  we.ro  interesting  as 
on  visiting  the  case  at  Sedlescombe  the  usual  enquiries  were  made  in 
order  to,  if  possible,  trace  the  origin  of  the  disease  and  I was 


informed  that  the  wife  of  the  patient  - a trained  nurse  - had  been 
nursing  her  sister  in  lav/  in  a cottage  close  by  ana  the  woman  had  diud. 
Further  enquiries  led  to  the  fact  that  both  the  dead  woman  and  her 
husband  had  had  teeth  extracted  by  an  unregistered  man  practising  as 
a dentist  ^-nd  v/ho  was  employed  by  the  County  Council  as  a roadman. 

The  husband  had  several  teeth  removed  at  his  home  and  was  taken  ill 
immediately.  The  Westfield  case  was  a man  also  employed  by  the  County 
Council.  He  had  several  teeth  extracted  by  the  roadman  dentist 5 and 
was  taken  ill  immediately  after,  and  v/as  removed  to  hospital  as  a 
Scarlet  Fever  pabient, 

I got  into  touch  with  Dr,  Stott,  your  Medical  officer 
of  Health  v/ho  prom.ptly  came  over  from  Lewes  and  made  enquiries  which 
resultec.  in  Dr,  Stott  reporting  the  matuer  to  the  Dental  Board,  The 
Dental  Board  took  the  matter  up  and  the  dangerous  dentist  v/as  prosecuted 
and  convicted  at  Battle  Police  Court, 

It  v/as  proved  that  he  had  used  his  forceps  for  repairing  the  v/heel  of 
his  cycle. 

Belov;  is  set  out  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases 


notified  during  the  past  5 years. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorium 

1921 

Eleven 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

1922 

Nil 

One 

do . 

one 

1923 

Four 

pour 

Two 

One 

1924 

Twenty  four 

Two 

Nil 

one 

1925 

Ten 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil . 

TUBERCULOSIS.  1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925. 

6 

1 

6 

2 

4 

The  coverage  number  of  cases  of  all  notifiable  diseases 
during  the  five  years  is  sixteen  per  annum. 

In  1922  only  3 cases  v/ere  notified,  and  in  1924  there 
v/ere  29  as  against  14  this  year. 

During  this  year  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
removed  to  hospital  for  isolation, 

NURSING.  Sussex  County  Nursing  Association, 

FEVER  HOSPITAL . Borough  So.ncOtorium,  Hastings. 

SMALL  POX.  Brede  Small  Pox  Hospital, 

AMBULANCE . Battle, 


INFECTIOUS  AMBULANCE.  Hastings  Corporation. 
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DISINFECTION. 


After  the  removal  of  a patient  to  hospital,  or  on  the 
recovery  of  a patient  nursed  at  home,  the  house  and  bedding  are 
thoroughly  sprayed  with  Formaldehydi , and  with  permission  any  books 
or  papers  used  by  the  patient  are  burnt.  Before  the  war  disinfection 
was  carried  out  by  .neans  of  Formalin  vapour,  and  all  non-v/ashable 
bedding  was  burnt  and  replaced  with  new.  In  those  days  bedding  was 
to  be  had  at  a reasonable  price. 

Since  the  war  I have  sprayed  everything  and,  with  the 
exception  of  papers  and  books  nothing  has  been  destroyed,  I am  pleased 
to  say  that  this  method  has  proved  satisfactory  inasmuch  that  no 
second  case  has  been  notified  from  houses  so  treated. 

Printed  cards  are  gi  en  v/here  cases  are  isolated  at  home. 
These  cards  give  particulars  as  to  how  the  spread  of  infection  may 
bo  prevented, 

LEGISLATION. 


Bye  Laws  etc,  in  force. 


Public  Health  Act,  1890 
Building  Bye-laws 
Hop-pickers  Bye-laws 
L -•’nuo.,  Vans  and  sheds. 

Fruit  Pickers 

Dairies  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,' 


Adopted  Aug.  3rd,  1894 
January  1st,  1915 
January  16th. 1925 
April  16th.  1925 

January  16th  1925 
October  31st  1919. 


HOP-PICKERS. 

During  the  year  1924  I had  to  report  a certain  hop- 
grower  for  contraventions  under  the  Bye-lav/s  governing  accommodation 

for  hop-pickers.  Your  Council  decided  to  prosecute  in  this  case  and 
he  v/as  charged  at  Battle  Police  Court  with  allowing  the  huts  to  be 
overcro\/ded  and  with  failing  to  properly  separate  the  sexes. 

This  resulted  in  him.  being  fined  £19  and  £4-lo-0  costs. 

Between  the  hop-picking  seasons  1924-25  every  endeavour 
was  made  by  mo  to  persuade  him  to  improve  the  accommodation  but 
without  result. 

During  this  season  the  Bye-Laws  were  again  flouted  and 
he  was  again  prosecuted  and  fined  £3. 

The  farmer  referred  to  is  also  a fruit  grower  and  his 
huts  arc  occupied  by  fruit  pickers  during  the  pickin.g  season  and  all 
the  year  through  ho  allov/s  farm  employees  to  live  in  them  rent  free. 
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The  Hop-pickers  Bye  laws  weredrawn  up  to  cover  hop-picking  only.  I 
reported  to  your  Council  that  you  had  no  powers  to  deal  with  Fruit 
Pickers  accommodation  and  this  resulted  in  you  having  the  Bye-laws  of 
1908  repealed  and  Bye-laws  covering  hop-picking  and  Fruit  Picking 
wore  adopted,' 

Then  the  question  of  dealing  with  huts  between  the  seasons 
of  hop  and  fruit  picking  arose  and  on  my  suggestion  Bye  Lav/s  for 
ments  Vans  and  Sheds  wore  adopted. 

P”PiCKBdS  HUTS  C-BNERALLY. 

I have  referred  to  the  Annual  Report  for  1910  which  states 
that  during  the  season  of  that  year  900  pickers  yiqvo  employed  in  the 
District  and  that  the  Bye-laws  of  1908  wove  proving  to  be  of  advantage 
in  improving  the  huts. 

The  only  accommodation  in  that  yerir  was  on  the  Bodiam 

side  of  Ewhurst,  and  I well  remember  the  buildings. 

'irue  they  wore  fairly  dry  and  weatherproof  but  there  was 
no  moans  of  disposing  of  refuse,  the  huts  were  dirty,  and  the  water  supply 
was  very  bad.  In  those  days  it  was  difficult  to  make  employers  realize 
that,  after  all,  hoppickers  and  their  children  are  human  beings,  and  it 
seemed  that  anything  v/as  good  enough. 

During  the  season  1919  only  369'  persons  v^ero  employed,  and 
that  year  I tried  by  tactful  persuasion  to  have  improvuments  made  but 
without  rssult. 

In  1920  I fourd  conditions  had  not  improved,  and  I then 
decided  to  call  in  Dr,  Stott,  He  came  over  at  once  and  the  matter  was 
reported  to  your  Council. 

After  due  consideration  of  the  reports  the  Council  caused 
a communication  to  bo  addressed  to  Messrs  Guiness  & Co,  with  the  result 
that  their  manager  - Mr.  L,  P.  Haynes  - v;as  given  more  or  loss  free 
hand  in  the  matter  and  ho  asked  for  the  full  requirements  of  the  Council. 
The  result  of  this  action  was  proved  by  my  Annual  Report  of  1921  v/hich 
stated  that  wells  had  boon  sunk  and  £1500  had  been  expended  in 
improvements. 

At  Ockham  Farm  until  last  season  the  pickers  had  to  pump 
water  with  hand  pumps  and  the  ground  for  some  distance  a.round  the  v/oll 
resembled  a bog. 
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Last  year  an  engine  and  pump  were  installed,  and  weter  was  pumped  into 
a 400  gallon  tank  which  is  fitted  ivith  non  waste  spring  taps  on  throe 
sides.  The  tank  is  erected  over  a paved  and  drained  area. 

Boiling  water  was  issued  to  the  pickers  3 times  iper  day 
for  meals  at  any  time  in  case  of  sickness,  and  in  the  evening  if  required 
for  baths," 

Throe  large  galvanized  iron  drying  sheds  wore  erected  and 
these  are  fitted  Viuth  three  largo  anthracite  stoves  of  24  hour  fuel 
capacity. 

The  huts  lying  on  low  land  are  being  removed  and  nov/  huts 
built  in  blocks  of  four,  have  been  built, 

I suggested  building  in  blocks  of  4 in  order  that  should 
an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occur,  the  whole  block  can  easily 
be  emptied  and  disinfected, 

Mr.  Haynes  has  asked  for  further  suggestions  and  an 
incinerator  is  to  be  constructed  in  such  a way  that  camp  refuse  v/ill 
be  burnt,  and  the  heat  generated  will  be  used  for  the  drying  of  clothing, 

A First  Aid  Hospital  is  provided  and  a nurse  and  doctor 
are  in  attendance. 

Those  of  your  Members  who  visited  Ockham  on  September  4th, 
last  ap'oeared  to  bo  well  satisfied  that  evrything  possible  is  being  done 
to  make  the  pickers  contented  and  comfortable,  I understand  that  next 

i 

year  Mr.  Haynes  virill  open  up  playing  fields  for  evening  use. 

Drs , Parsons  and  Lethem  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  visited 
Ockham  on  September  4th,  and  were  very  favourably  impressed  v/ith  every 

thing  v^hich  had  been  done, 

I Vvould  like  to  tcoko  this  opportunity  of  according  my 
appreciation  of  the  amicable  manner  in  which  Mr.  Haynes  meets  me  as 
regards  the  housing  and  comfort  of  his  pickers. 

Instead  of  acting  up  to  the  last  letter  of  the  Bye-laws 
his  motto  seems  to  be  that  of  exceeding  them  in  every  respect. 

1200  Hop  Pickers  v/ore  employed  in  the  District  during 
1925,  900  of  whom  were  engaged  by  Messrs  Guiness. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  whole  of  the  hops  picked 
by  these  900  persons  v/ould  provide  but  2 days  supply  of  hops  for  Messrs 
Guiness’  use. 
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housing  - NEW  HOUSES . 

34  New  Houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 
The  progress  made  during  the  past  five  years  is  here  given, 


PARISH. 

(SEDLSS COMBS 
(SWHURST 
(ivIOUNTFISLD 
( BRIGHTLING 
rSV;  (DALLINGTON 
(ASHBURlxUiAM. 

( PENHURST . 
-OUSIS  (CATSPIELD 
CROV/HURST 
(HOLLINGTON 
RURAL 
(WSSTEISLD 
(WHATLINGTON 

TOTAL 


1921,  1922  1925 

3 2- 

3 1 

3 

1 - - 


1924 


3 


1 

4 


13 


22 


1 

3 

5 

1 

1 


2 

2 

5 

9 


1925 

16 

2 

6 


2 

4 

1 


6 

3 

1 


TOTAL. 

5 

7 

19 

1 

4 


16 

12 

18 

30 

3 


20 


19 


20 


34 


115 


Subsidy  Houses  are  included  in  the  above  figures. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Housing  (Subsidy)  Acts,  1923-1924 
your  Council  have  ague- d to  give  lump  sum  subsidies  for  42  Houses. 

At  Mountfield  the  Oypsum  Mines  Company  have  erected  16  houses 

at  Eatenden  Lane  for  their  employees. 

The  Cottages  contain  3 Bedrooms,  parlour,  kitchen,  scullery  and 

bath.  The  sculleries  have  flat  roofs  on  which  stand  rain  water  tanks 

of  1100  gallons  capacity  and  supply  taps  over  sink,  copner  and  bath, 

/ 

also  the  wash-down  closet. 

A perfect  6"  sewer  has  been  laid  by  the  Company  for  a length  of 
1000  ft.  and  this  is  connected  v\;ith  an  up-to-dabe  di.ppOoal  x;orko  w.»th 
a revolving  distributor  at  a cost  approaching  closel"^'  £l000. 

Rain  water  is  kept  separate  from  the  sewage. 

Drinking  water  has  been  provided  by  sinking  hwo  wells  five  .feet 
in  diameter,  one  to  a depth  of  48  ft.  and  the  other  75ft.  In  order 
to  exclude  sub-soil  water  the  brickwork  to  a depth  of  loft,  is  laid 
in  cement,  and  9”  of  clay  is  puddled  at  the  bade  of  the  brickwork. 

Two  hand  pumps  are  provided. 

If  every  prosperous  firm  in  the  country  v;ould  consider  the 
question  as  this  Company  has  done  and  house  their  own  employees, 
there  would  be  little  talk  of  a house  shortage. 
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THE  ADDISON  ASSISTED  HOUSING  SCHEME. 


Under  Dr.  Addison's  Assisted  Housing  Scheme  it  was  in  1920  the 
intention  of  your  Council  to  erect  66  houses  in  thin,  district 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  decided  that  a further  66  would  be 
be  necessary  in  order  to  meet  the  housing  shortage. 

Twelve  houses  were  erected  at  Westfield,  the  v/ork  being 
commenced  on  February  14th.  1921.  A site  was  purchased  at  Sedlescombe 
Knovm  as  Barber’s  Field  and  one  acre  in  extent. 

Before  the  completion  of  the  houses  at  Wesbfield,  the 
scheme  fell  throtigh  and  they  were  the  only  houses  erected. 

The  Council  intend  to  erect  26  houses  in  the  District 
as  mentioned  below.  Plans  etc.  have  been  prepared  but  so  far  tenders 
have  not  been  accepted. 

SEDLESCOMB  4 ' EWHURST  4 

MOUNTFIELD  4 BRIGHTLING  4 

DALLINGTON  2 ASHBURNHAM  2 

PENHURST  2 CROVlMURST  2 

GAT3FIELD  2 

POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS  AiID  RIVERS. 

Under  Girculior  648  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  I 
have  to  report  on  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams.  This  raises 
the  question  of  the  drainage  of  Sedlescombe  which  will  be  dealt  with 
under  "Sewage  Disposal". 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

35  Houses  are  supplied  v/ith  water  from  the  Hastings 
Corporation  mains,  and  abo  ut  12  are  supplied  from  a tank  at  Crowhurst 
which  is  filled  from  the  mpin. 

The  houses  supplied  are  as  follow’s 

WESTFIELD  20  houses.  Intermittent  supply,, 

HOLLINGTON  15  do.  Constant  " 

CROWHURST  1 Tanl^.  " " 

The  remaining  1614  houses  in  the  District  are  supplied 
from  private  wells  of  varying  depths  and  qaulity.  The  depths  range 
from  3ft.  to  165  ft. 

Twen^'’  samples  of  water  v/ere  analysed  by  Dr.  Stott,  and 
all  proved  to  bo  satisfactory. 

By  agreement  with  the  Hastings  Corporation  up  to  the  year 
1924  you  were  entitled  to  10,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  in  bulk  to 


In  1924  the  Hastings  Authority  obto.in^>..  i..- 

powers  to  sink  wells  in  the  parishes  of  Seldescombe  and  Vifestfield, 

Your  Council  gave  formal  notice  of  opposition  to  the  Bill  and  a 
deputation  from  yotir  Council  met  a Committee  of  the  Corporation  at 
Hastings  Town  Hall  with  the  result  that  after  some  discussion  the  bulk 
supply  was  increased  to  25,000  gallons  per  day,  and  section  16  was 
inserted  in  the  Bill.  This  section  providOG  that  if  it  is  proved  that 
by  reason  of  their  pumping  the  Hastings  Corporation  have  drained  any 
private  well  or  wells  within  a radius  of  2 miles  of  their  works,  they 

shall  provide  a supply  of  water  to  replace. 

During  the  year  1920  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Crowhurst 

petitioned  the  Council  for  a public  water  supply  for  crov/hurst  Village. 

I reported  as  to  the  probable  cost,  and  it  was  found  that,  owing  to  the 

high  cost  nothing  could  be  done. 

The  matter  was  agin  raised  on  Dec.  9th.  1925  and  a committee 

has  been  appointed  to  report  on  this  question. 

Water  supoly  and  sewerage  are  joint  partners  owing  to  the 

fact  that  if  an  unlimited  supply  of  water  is  to  be  had  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  deal  with  the  increased  quantity  in  existing  cesspools. 

DRAINiiGB  & SEWERAGE.' 

At  Baldslov^f,  Hollington  Rural,  there  are  40  houses  drained 

to  the  Council's  sewer.  This  figure  includes.  5 houses  in  the  Borough 

of  Hastings.'  ' 

35  Houses  have  hand  flushed  W.  C.'s  and  the  5 in  the 

Borough  are  flushed  by  means  of  cisterns. 

In  the  year  1912  I reported  that  the  Disposal  Works, 

situated  in  Beauport  Park,  were  insufficient. 

Crude  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Park  without  any 

previous  treatment  whatever. 

The  sewer  is  9"  in  diameter  and  after  running  for  a 
distance  of  about  1300  ft.'  it  discharges  into  a cesspool  which  overflows 
into  Beauport  Park; 

In  April  1925,  and  under  an  agreement  with  your  Council 

The  Hastings  Corporation  connocii^ed  a 6”  sewer  with  your  sowor  in  order 

to  drain  the  5 houses  previously  mentioned,'  During  this  year  a complaint 

was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  the  Agents  for  Beauport  Estate 
-f-.vint.  -'-■H'-'  stem  was  a nuisance* 
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This  resulted  in  an  enquiry  being  held  in  Hastings 
by  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry. 

Previous  to  his  visit,  and  under  your  instructions  I had 
prepared  a proper  scheme  to  purify  the  sewage. 

At  the  enqi  iry  I placed  this  scheme  before  the  inspector 
and  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  approve  it  subject  to  the  position 
of  the  continuos  flow  settlement  tank  being  placed  in  another  position 
from  that  shown » 

This  slight  alteration  necessitated  another  set  of 
drav'/ings  being  prepared,  and  these  I have  compj.cted« 

Eight  plans  have  been  made  and  coloured  and  copies  have 
been  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Agents  for  the 
Estate*  I have  prepared  Bills  of  Quantities,  and  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  one  acre  of  land  are  now  proceeding* 

SEWERAGE  OF  SEDLES COMBE . 

On  August  Both*  1912  I reported  on  the  defective  house 
drainage  and  sevi/erage  of  Sedlescombe  Village. 

It  was  brought  to  your  notice  that  79  house  drains  had 
been  tested  and  that  out  of  that  number  72  were  defective*  The  area 
dealt  with  comprises  74  houses  all  of  which  are  connected  with  the 
river  Brede  direct,  or  by  ditches  leading  thereto* 

On  the  East  and  West  sides  of  the  village  are  two  narrow 
sti^ams  leading  to  the  river  and  running  N.  to  S.'  and  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  street  is  a 12”  earthonv/are  pipe  sev^er.  Many  years  ago  the  houses 
on  the  W.  side  drained  into  the  ditch  by  the  roadside,  and  the  12”  pipes 
wore  laid  in  the  ditch  and  the  house  drains  were  connected  therewith* 
This  sewer  is  975  feet  in  length,  then  it  runs  a distance  of  257  feet  as 
an  open  ditch  by  the  roadside  and  empties  into  the  river  on  the  N*  W* 
corner  of  the  bridge*' 

A complaint  has  recently  been  received  from  the ^Surveyor 
to  the  County  Council  as  to  a nuisance  arising  from  this  ditch'** 

The  drains  directly  and  indirectly  connected  with  the 

river  are;- 

Watcr  Closets  17 

Urinals  3 

Sink  Gullies  75 

Stable  Gullies  9 
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A Committee  of  your  Council  has  been  appointed  to  report  to  you 
on  this  matter. 

SEITORAGE  OF  DALLINGTQN. 

On  January  11th,  1924  I reported  that  I 
had  been  called  upon  by  your  Highv/o.ys  Surveyor  to  examine  a sev/er 
in  Dallington  Street  which  had  collapsed  v/hilst  rolling  operations 
v/ere  taking  place  on  the  road. 

The  sower  commences  at  the  Schools  and  runs 
for  a distance  of  about  320  yards  underground  and  then  empties  into 
the  water  table.  It  is  composed  of  jointless  earthenware  pipes, 
stone  slabs  and  v;ooden  planks.  This  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
Committee. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse,  and  the  cleansing 
of  earth  closets,  cesspools,  privies  and  ashpits  is  not  undertaken 
by  the  Council. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT . 

This  does  not  apply  to  the  Battle  Rural 

District, 

PREMISES  CONTROLLED  BY  REGULATIONS  & BYE  L/iWS . 

Slaughter  houses.  Bakehouses, 

Workshops.  Hop  pickers. 

Fruit  Pickers.  Tents  Vans  & Sheds, 

Dairies,  Co'w sheds  and  Milkshops. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  GENERALLY , 

Vifith  the  exception  of  Baldslov/,  part  of 
Sedles combe  and  the  ne’w  Gypsum  Mines  Cottages  at  Mountfield  the 
general  system  of  sevi^age  disposal  is  by  water  closets  to  cesspools, 
earth  closets,  privies,  and  sink  drainage  to  cesspools.  Very  few 
privy  middens  now  exist. 

GENERiiL  HOUSING  COND ITIONS. 

The  housing  conditions  in  your  area  compare 
most  favourably  vi  th  other  rural  districts  of  a similar  nature. 

As  you  will  see  by  the  table  set  out  four 
pages  back  some  of  the  parishes  are  developing  while  two  in  particular 
have  slept  peacefully  for  hundreds  of  years. 


N 


Through  Westfield,  Sedlescomhe,  and  Catsfield  there 


are  now  very  frequent  bus  services  to  Hastings  and  Bexhill,  if 
building  costs  were  lov/er  and  there  were  more  building  plots  for  sale 
there. is  no  doubt  but  that  the  district  would  grow  rapidly« 


There  seems  but  little  hope  of  cottages  being  built 
for  the  farm  labourer.  The  farmer  is  not  allowed  to  charge  more  tinn 
1/ - per  weeJi  for  o cottage,  and  the  average  labourer  cannot  afford  to 
pay  more,  therefor>e  overcrowding  does  sometimes  come  to  my  notice# 

I would  be  pleasea  for  anyone  to  suggest  a means  of 
abate  rg  nuisances  arising  from  overcrov^ding  when  there  are  no  empty 
houses  to  be  obtainede 


To  mer  mind  overcrowding  in  rural  areas  is  not  nearly 
so  injurious  to  health  as  it  is  in  towns. 

The  agricultural  labourer  is  as  a rule  not  in  bed 

long  enough  to  be  seriously  damaged  by  vitiated  bedroom  air,  and  the 

Fam-j.l;\,’  are  exposed  to  fresh  pure  air  and  - ’when  it  is  to  be  had- 
sunshine . 


The  moral  side  of  this  que 
to  say  devolve  on  your  Sanitary  Inspectoj^. 

OVERCRQliVDING  D WITH. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  sucessfully  dealt  with  at 
.irestfleldo  The  occupier  built  a wooden  Bungalow.  The  house  in  which  he 
'/as  living  was  closed  bjr  your  Council, and  was  later  demolished. 

T-uere  are  in  Sedlescomhe  alone,  7 overcrowded  houses  and 
five  which  should  be  closed  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Here  on 

.amiy  occupy  a house  with  2 rooms  downstairs,  and  one  bedroom  for  which 
they  pay  to/-  per  week. 

Since  1921  three  houses  in  Sedlescomhe  have  been 
condemned  end  demolishedc 

WHA;^H  WTON  c 

Tne  Housing  conditions  in  Whatlington  may  be  described 
._oode  j.  no  no 'a  know  of  a case  of  overcrowding  or  want  of  accoramodatior 

Conditions  in  Mountfield  have  improved  ov/ing  to  the 

Gypoum  Mining  Co  having  erected  16  houses  which  have  been  occupied  by 
tacir  own  emplo7/ees. 
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I am  not  aware  of  any  overcrowding  in  this  Parish 


The  Southern  Railway  Co.  have  built  a station 
there  and  there  is  a frequent  bus  service  to  Battle,  Hastings  and 
Hawkhurst 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Council  to  erect  four  houses 

at  Mountfield, 


BRIGHTLING. 

During  the  past  five  years  only  one  house  has 
been  ereeted  at  Brightling.  The  Council  intend  to  build  four  cottages 
in  this  parish. 


DALLINGTON. 


During  1925  one  case  of  overcrov;ding  was  dealt 
vi^ith.  This  was  caused  by  a cottager  having  children  from  the  ’’Fresh 
Air  Fund"  Society  to  stay  during  the  summer  months.  During  the  past  five 
years  four  new  houses  have  been  erected.  Your  Council  have  decided  to 
erect  2, 

ASHBURNHAM. 

fio  houses  have  been  erected  for  many  years.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  2 more  houses  are  required. 

PEHHURST. 


fenhurst  is  the  smallest  parish  in  the  District. 

It  has  15  houses  and  one  church.  ' 

..It  is  proposed  to  erect  2 houses.  None  have  been 
built  for  many  years," 

CATSFIELD. 

16  houses  have  been  erected  since  192o. 

It  has  been  estimated  th<at  8 houses  are  required* 

One  house  would  be  closed  if  the  tenant  could  find 


other  acco  mmodation. 


CROWHURST, 


2 houses  are  to  be  erected  by  your  Council, 


Crownurst  is  the  London  Hastings  -Junction  for 
Bexhill  and  it  has  a very  good  fast  train  service.  Since  December  192o 
twelve  new  houses  have  been  erected.  There  are  several  cases  of  over- 
crowding at  Crovi^hurst  but  no  other  accommodation  is  available. 

Tv^o  houses  are  to  be  built  by  the  Council. 
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HOLLINGT^N RURAL . 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with.  18  new 
houses  " not  cottages  ~ have  been  erected  during  1921  ~ 1925. 

About  30  acres  of  land  are  being  opened  up  for 
60  nev;  bouses  at  Harley  Shute  Road."^ 

Your  Council  do  not  intend  to  build."' 

S\"jHT  JRS^ . 

One  house  was  closed  ard  thereby  one  case  of 
overcrcvvding  dealt  v/itho  The  house  was  reconstructed  ard  agin 
occupiedf^' 

Four  houses  are  to  be  built  by  your  Council. 
There  are  several  other  cases  of  overcrowding* 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  1925 . 

(A)  Nev/  Houses  erected  34 

(B)  With  state  assistance.  31 

(I)  By  Local  Authority  Nil. 

(II) By  other  Bodies  or  persons.  34 

UNFIT  DWELLINGS  INSPECTIONS . 

1 No*  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects.  V3 

2 Houses  inspected  and  recorded.  26 


3  Number  cf  dv/elling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation2 


4  Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  do.  38 

1 Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  27 
ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS . 

A Proceedings  under  sec.  Housing  Act  1925  Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursiiance  of 
declarations  by  oiA/ners  of  indention  to  close.  Nil. 

B Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


( ]. ) Number  of  dv\relling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  serv  )d  requiring  defects  to  be 
remediedt  35 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  v/hich  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners.  Nil* 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 


owners 


Nil  * 


c.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  & 15  of  the  Houjjing  Acts,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  v/ith  a view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders.  2 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made.'  2 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  determined.'  1 

(4)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  v\ihlch  Demolition  Orders 

were  made,'^  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Closing 

Orders.  Nil. 

Houses  demolished  without  service  of  Order.  1 

INSPECTIONS  ETC. 

792  Inspections,  reinspections  and  visits  were  made 


Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis.  2o 
Floors  walls  and  ceilings  repaired.  43 
Defective  drains  repaired  or  relaid.  15 
Privies  abolished  and  pails  provided.  5 
Cowsheds  cleansed  30 
Inspections  under  Cowsheds  etc.  Order  173 
No.  of  Cowsheds  on  Register.  l08 
Visits  to  slaughter  houses.  2q7 
Other  nuisances  abated;'  32 
Factories  and  Workshops.  11 

'*  Inspections.  26 
FOOD  INSPECTION.  MILK. 


There  §.re  108  persons  registered  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  & 
Milkdiops  Order; 

Many  of  the  Cowsheds  are  not  up  to  a high  standard  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  yards  are  hollow. 

There  is  not  enough  attention  paid  as  to  the  cleansing  of  the  udde 
before  milking  although  it  is  a matter  of  but  a few  mom.ents  work. 
On  April  14th,  1925  a Cowkeeper  at  Sedlescombe  was  proseciited  for 
occupying  dilapidated  and  dirty  Cowsheds.  He  appeared  at  Battle 
Police  Court  and  was  fined  £15  and  £3-3-0  costs  (£18-3-0). 
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The  Magistrates  struck  him  off  the  Register  for  the  sale  of  Milk, 
The  clfendant  has  left  the  District  and  the  sheds  have  been  sold 
and  are  to  be  pulled  down,"' 

This  is  the  2nd.  prosecution  since  1921, 

On  July  12th,  1921  a Westfield  Parmer  v/as  prosecuted  for  similar 
offences  and  fined  £5  and  costs, 

(3.)  With  the  Veterinary  Surge  on  to  the  County  Council  I attended 
the  slaughter  and  post  mortems  on  6 Tuberculous  Cows,  None  of  the 
meat  v^as  nassed  for  human  consumption,” 

(11)  No  licences  have  been  applied  for  or  grahted  for  the  sale 
of  graded  milk. 

MEAT  8c  OTHER  FOODS. 

In  April  the  Slaughter  Houses  Order  came  into 
operation  and  under  the  Order  all  Butchers  were  either  Registered 
or  Licensed, 

There  are  no  Public  Abbattoirs  in  the  District, 
SLAUGHTER  HOUSES , 


3^^  January  1925  December  1925 , 

REGISTERED  8 8 

LICENSED  11  3 

6 Bovine  animals  and  one  pig  were  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  food, 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  seven  Bakehouses  in  the  District  & 
these  are  clean  and  well  conducted, 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS . 


PREMISES. 


Factories . 


There  are  no  factories  in  the  district. 


Workshops . 

Inspections • 
18 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  WORKSHOPS. 


Written  Notices. 
Nil 


Prosecutions . 
Nil. 


POUND  REMEDIED . 


Want  of  cleanliness  1 1 

Want  of  Ventilation,  Nil  Nil. 

Overcrowding  " ” 

Want  of  floor  drainage. . 

Other  Nuisances. 
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SAIU^rY — ACCOMil^ATIOW, 


Insufficient, 

Unsuitable  of 

Uot  separate  for^  o 

J- or  sexes 

^ am  Gentlemen. 


I^elective 


Yourj 


obediently^ 


Ml 

tf 

ir 


(Signed);  ALBERT  J 

— ---LA^^tiiiSj__JENNER 

BATw,,  „ ® Surveyor, 
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